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In Tropical Forest Ecology, Egbert G. Leigh, Jr., one of the world's foremost tropical ecologists,

introduces readers to the tropical forest and describes the intricate web of interdependence among

the great diversity of tropical plants and animals. Focusing on the tropical forest of Barro Colorado

Island, Panama, Leigh shows what Barro Colorado can tell us about other tropical forests--and what

tropical forests can tell us about Barro Colorado. This book considers three essential questions for

understanding the ecological organization of tropical forests. How do they stay green with their

abundance of herbivores? Why do they have such a diversity of plants and animals? And what role

does mutualism play in the ecology of tropical forests? Beautifully written and abundantly illustrated,

Tropical Forest Ecology will certainly appeal to a wide variety of scientists in the fields of evolution,

tropical biology, botany, zoology, and natural history.
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The recent proliferation of books on tropical ecology is a goodthing, but it might make it difficult to

decide which books toread. I've read almost all the books on tropical ecology and taughtseveral

tropical ecology courses, and this is the best work I've seenyet. It is definitely not a text book and

should not be used as such,but it covers all the major issues in tropical ecology while focusingon

one of the best studied neotropical ecosystems: Barro ColoradoIsland. I recommend this book to

anyone interested in tropicalecology.
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